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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely Hied 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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Election/Restrictions 
1 . Applicant's election with traverse of claims 1-9 in the reply filed on 10/28/04 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that this application contains 5 
distinct species. This is not found persuasive because the following distinct species: 

Species I, including claims 1-9, relates to a method of content blocking in a 
digital audio radio comprises steps of selecting and choosing via different networks. 

Species II, including claims 10-17, relates to a method of disabling at least a 
portion of one of a plurality of channel in a digital audio radio system which analyzing a 
broadcast information channel and/or electronic program guide for an indicate of 
content of the undesired type among a plural of channels. 

Species III, including claims 18-21 , relates to a digital audio capable of disabling 
at least a portion of a channel among a plurality of channel containing undesired content 
which selectively stores descriptor comprises location information that either received or 
calculated at the digital audio radio. 

Species IV, including claims 22-26, relates to a digital audio capable of disabling 
at least a portion of a channel among a plurality of channel containing undesired content 
which transmits a indicate of the undesired 

content to a central station and programmed to disable the undesired content in the 
digital audio radio after receiving a signal over the air from a central station to the digital 
audio receiver. 
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Species V, including clainns 27-28. relates to a method of content blocking in a 
digital audio radio received content and associated content code on a plurality of 
channel which has a plurality of memory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Foladare (US 5,819,160). 

As to claim 1, Foladare teaches a method of content blocking in a digital audio 
radio (figure 1 and coL5, line 39-col.6, line 6). comprising the steps of: 

selectively choosing to skip undesired content on at least a portion of a channel; 

communicating an indicia of the undesired content to a central station; and 

receiving a signal over-the-air from the central station that disables the undesired 
content in the digital audio radio. 

As to claim 2, Foladare inherently teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
method further comprises the step of blocking the output of the content by disabling the 
portion of the channel (col. 5, line 39-col.6, line 6). 

As to claim 3, Foladare inherently teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
method further comprises the step of blocking the output of the content by disabling at 
least the channel completely (coL5, line 39-coL6. line 6). 
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As to claim 4, Foladare teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the steps of 
selectively choosing and communicating the indicia of the undesired content to the 
central station is achieved via a computer network (col. 3, line 59-col.4, line 19). 

As to claim 5, Foladare teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the step of 
selectively choosing and communicating the indicia comprises selecting a profile for a 
particular user on a website coupled to the central station (col.3, line 59-col.4, line 19). 

As to claim 6, Foladare teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
selectively choosing is achieved via a user interface in the digital audio radio and the 
step of communicating the undesired content to the central station is achieved via a 
reverse channel to the central station (figure 1, 14). 

As to claim 7, Foladare teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the indicia 
communicated to the central station is selected from the group comprising a location, a 
song title, an artist's name, a band name, a channel number, an album, a rating, a tier 
level, or an identification number associated with the digital audio radio (col. 5, line 39- 
col.6, line 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for ail 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Foladare in view of Novak (US 4J50,213). 
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As to claim 8, Foladare teaches the method of claim 2, wherein the step of 
selectively choosing comprises the step of storing a code representative of the 
undesired content in a memory of the main control unit. Foladare fails to teach the step 
of storing a code representative of the undesired content in a memory of digital audio 
radio and wherein the step of blocking comprises the step of comparing the code with a 
second code embedded in the signal from the central station. Novak teaches the step 
of storing a code representative of the undesired content in a memory of digital audio 
radio and wherein the step of blocking comprises the step of comparing the code with a 
second code embedded in the signal from the central station (col. 7, line 51-col.8, line 
1 1 ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide the teaching of Novak into the system of Foladare in 
order to disable program material form the broadcast signal. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claim 9, the teaching of prior arts either alone or in combination fails to 
teach the method of claim 8, wherein the code stored in the memory is representative of 
a location and wherein the code representative of the location is updated via a GPS 
receiver or other location determination means utilizing time delays. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

A. Sagar (US 2003/0031455) teaches automatic commercial skipping service. 

B. Stetzler et al (US 2002/0055343) teaches apparatus and method for radio 

0 

program guide capability in digital radio system. 

C. Bates et al (US 6.748,237) teaches automated selection of audio broadcast 
signal source based on user preference criterion. 

D. Cremia (US 6,477,704) teaches method of gathering and utilizing 
demographic information from request-based media delivery system. 

E. Rindsberg et al (US 6,553,077) teaches method and apparatus for 
customized selection of audio channels. 

F. Patsiokas et al (US 6,785,656) teaches method and apparatus for digital 
audio playback using local stored content. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANH C LE whose telephone number is 703-306-0542. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM TROST can be reached on 703-308-5318. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




March 10, 2005. 



OANH CONG LE 
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